
Earlier this year ARA and the profession of Audiology lost 
a valued friend, colleague and mentor to many with the 
death of Dr. Jill Elfenbein at the age of 58 following a 
lengthy battle with ovarian cancer.  Jill was both a 
teacher and a scholar who pushed her students and 
herself toward excellence.  She was not only comfortable 

and admired in the classroom but in the laboratory as well.  One of her many 
research contributions culminated through her work with a team of professionals 
when they identified a gene for hereditary deafness.  Dually certified in both 
audiology and speech-language pathology, Jill was recognized as an ASHA Fellow 
and received the Teacher-Scholar Award from Michigan State where she taught for 
many years.  Her presence within the profession will clearly be missed by many of 
her colleagues as they gather together, some for the first time since Jill’s passing, 
at the 2010 Fall Institute. 

Farewell to a Friend 

The review panel for the 2010 Herbert J. Oyer Student Research Award 
applications had a difficult task this year.  With the most top-notch applications for 
the award to date, the panel carefully reviewed and scored the applications on a 
variety of areas including, research design and methods, results and analysis, 
interpretation of findings, relevance to field, to list a few.  This year, Anne Olson, 
with her dissertation project on The Effect of LACE DVD Training in New and 
Experienced Hearing Aid User, scored the highest points.  We look forward to 
hearing about Anne's project at the 2010 ARA Institute in San Francisco this 

2010 Herbert J. Oyer Student Research Award Winner 

Anne Olson received her bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Florida in 1981 and her master’s degree in audiology from the 
University of Texas at Austin in 1985. She worked as a clinical 
audiologist in a variety of settings in Texas, North Carolina and 
Kentucky before returning to school at the University of Kentucky to 
pursue a doctorate in Rehabilitation Sciences in 2004. Anne completed 
her dissertation in the Spring 2010 under the direction of Sharon 

Stewart, Jill Preminger and Jennifer Shinn. In her dissertation, she examined the 
effect of the Listening and Communication Enhancement (LACE) DVD auditory 
training program in adult hearing aid users. She is currently an Assistant Professor in 
the Division of Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of Kentucky. 
She is married to her husband, Steve, for 25 years and is the mother of three 
children ages 21, 17 and 15..  

Meet the Oyer Awardee 
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Time is rapidly approaching for the 2010 Institute in beautiful Fisher-
man’s Warf in San Francisco.  If you have not made your arrange-
ments to attend, you should do so quickly. Those of you who have 
come to Institutes in the past are familiar with the quality of the pro-
gram and the advantages of a smaller venue for making new friends 
and for quality networking with colleagues that can be more difficult 
at some of the larger professional conventions. 

The final 2010 Institute program is now posted on the ARA website .  
This year we are fortunate to have with us two well known and re-

spected audiologic rehabilitation pioneers as our feature speakers.  Drs. Mark Ross 
and Arthur Boothroyd are sure to provide thought provoking presentations which 
will engender lively discussions both at the Institute and when we return home.  
Further inspection of the posted program reveals a wide array of podium presenta-
tions including the award winning Student Oyer presentation (see below) and infor-
mative poster presentations.  In addition, you won’t want to miss this year’s silent 
auction which again will include items of interest and fun that no audiologist should 
live without.  We hope to see as many of you there as possible. 

 

 

John Greer Clark, Ph.D. 

John Greer Clark 

AUGUST 2010 Presidentõs Message 

The Effect of LACE DVD Training in New and Experienced Hearing Aid Users 

The purpose of this study was to examine the behavioral effects of an auditory 

training program called Listening and Communication Enhancement (LACEÊ) in 

the Digital Video Display (DVD) format in new and experienced HA users. Thirty 

adults with hearing loss participated and were assigned to one of three groups: 

New HA + training, Experienced HA + training or New HA - control. Findings 

indicate that both new and experienced users improved their understanding of 

speech in noise and their perception of communication function after training. Effect 

size calculations showed larger training effects for new HA users compared to 

experienced HA users. New HA users also reported greater benefit from training 

compared to experienced users. Together these findings highlight the importance 

of providing intervention options beyond amplification.  

ARA will be holding its 3
rd

 annual ‘Chinese Auction’ or ‘Pick-a
-prize auction’ at the upcoming Institute. The money we raise 
will go towards funding the next Institute. For this to work we 
are asking all attendees to bring with them something small 
that can be auctioned - be it a Christmas present you didn’t 
actually want (!), a souvenir from your home town, a good 
book, box of chocolates, bottle of wine or something you 
picked up while in San Francisco. We’ll display all items at 

the Opening reception on Sunday evening and during the poster session on Mon-
day evening. You’ll then buy a bunch of raffle tickets and place as many or as few 
as you like into a ‘hat’ associated with each item. At the end of the poster session 
we’ll pull winners. Tickets will cost 75 cents each or will be 20 for $10.  

Take a Chance! 
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