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 It is hard to believe that my year as ARA President is 
coming to a close.  I have been honored to represent ARA 
these past several months and this experience has only rein-
forced my knowledge of how special this organization is.  Of 
course, what makes ARA so outstanding is its members.  I’ve 
had the opportunity to speak to many of you throughout the 
year and, when you identify yourself as an ARA member, 
there is always a strong sense of pride.  We take ownership 
in this organization. It is truly ours and we represent its val-
ues everyday with our patients, students and colleagues. 

 
 I would like to thank the members of the ARA Board for their help and 
guidance throughout the year and to Peg Palmiere, our behind the scenes 
administrator. It is due to their dedication and perseverance that we continue 
to thrive.  Soon, Carol Cokely will begin her term as ARA President and I 
know our organization will be in good hands. Carol has been an active ARA 
member and has served in many capacities for our organization.  Her leader-
ship will continue to steer us in the right direction. 
 
 Later in this newsletter you will see a report from our Chair of Nomina-
tions with a slate of nominees for office.  I would like to encourage you to be-
come more active in ARA and begin to consider participating on committees 
or even running for a future Board position.  There are many opportunities 
ahead.  In particular, the 2012 ARA Institute is in its planning stages. Please 
contact me if you are interested in serving on our planning committees. 
 
Speaking of the ARA Institute 2012….. 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

    Downtown Providence, Rhode Island 

 The next ARA Institute (2012) will take place in Providence, Rhode Is-
land from September 9

th
 through September 11

th
, 2012.  The Institute will 

take place at the Hilton Providence http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/
PVDPRHF-Hilton-Providence-Rhode-Island/index.do.  The hotel is centrally 
located in downtown Providence just steps away from Federal Hill and a ma-
jor shopping plaza. It is easily accessible to Amtrak and the nearby T.F Green 
Airport. Parking is available on the premises or at an adjacent parking lot.  
We were able to negotiate a reasonable room rate of $129 per night.  The ho-
tel is a full service facility with an on-site restaurant, exercise room and 
lounge. The room block is now open so can make your early reservations. 

 

 The program is in the planning stages but I am pleased to announce 
that Louise Hickson, Ph.D. from the University of Queensland, Brisbane 
Australia has agreed to be a keynote speaker for our meeting. Louise has 
been an ARA member for many years and I believe this will be her first pres-
entation to our group.  I do so look forward to welcoming her to our Institute. 

 

 The call for papers for the 2012 institute is available on the ARA web-
site http://www.audrehab.org/callforpapers.htm. I would like to encourage you 
to participate in the ARA Institute by submitting a seminar or poster.  We will 
be offering seminars in 30 or 60 minute blocks.  The program will open on 
Sunday, September 9, 2012 with an evening welcome reception and keynote 
address.  Seminars will be scheduled throughout the day on Monday and 
Tuesday, September 10-11, 2012. Proposals are welcome from individuals or 
organizations on auditory rehabilitation, basic or clinical research, case stud-
ies, novel/innovative (re)habilitative approaches, counseling, reimbursement 
issues, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 ARA continues to strive to increase visibility in the audiology profes-
sional community. With a number of presentations completed already this 
year at AAA and the Hearing Rehabilitation Foundation, we just completed a 
very successful seminar at ASHA.  Members of ARA presented a session, 
“Infusing audiologic rehabilitation into educational curriculum and extern-
ships.”  I would like to thank the following ARA members for participating on 
this panel: Carol Cokely, Kathy Cienkowski, Louise Hickson, Frances 
Harris and Teresa  Hnath-Chisolm.  The seminar took place at the ASHA 
convention on Friday November 18, 2011 in San Diego. It was well attended 
and stimulated a great deal of discussion. Thank you to those ARA members 
who attended. 

 This past August, ASHA sponsored a meeting for representatives of 
many of the Audiology Professional organizations. ASHA has been focusing 
on developing legislation that will allow audiologists to be reimbursed for pro-
viding aural rehabilitation services. Currently, Audiology is considered a diag-
nostic field by Medicare and, as a result, audiologists have been denied reim-
bursement for rehab services. Following Medicare’s lead, most other third-
party payers also deny this coverage. The creation of a comprehensive Audi-
ology bill will alter the diagnostic classification of our profession and allow for 
insurance coverage for services critical to members of ARA.  We will continue 
to monitor ASHA’s work in this area and when a bill is introduced, will review 
its content and determine ARA’s support.  We look forward to developments 
in this important area of reimbursement.  
  

 Exciting updates from JARA! I’m pleased to note that we have com-
pleted our transition to online access. ARA members and paid subscribers 
have exclusive access to the most recent issue of JARA through the mem-
bers-only section of the website.  The archives of JARA are also available 
through our website in an “open-access” format.  We have tried to make 
searching for papers/authors a bit more user friendly by posting individual pdf 
files for each published paper.   I hope that you find this new format easy to 
use and beneficial.  Look for the 2011 issue of JARA to hit your “Inbox” by the 
end of the year.  We have some wonderful papers from our international col-
leagues that cover a broad range of topics including visual processing of 
speech and grief reactions to hearing loss as well as a look at the long-term 
effects of cochlear implantation on quality of life from researchers back here 
in the States. Papers are currently being accepted for the 2012 issue. Sub-
missions details can be found at http://www.audrehab.org/jara.htm 

 

Kathy Cienkowski, Editor, JARA 

 

 Dr. Kathleen Cienkowski has agreed to run for 2012 President Elect of 
ARA.  Kathy has served the academy for a number of years as the editor of 
the Journal of the Academy of Rehabilitative Audiology.  Dr. Sheila Pratt has 
agreed to take over the JARA editorial role to free Kathy to run for this new 
position of service to the academy.  Dr. Jan Moore has agreed to run for 
treasurer of ARA, a position she currently holds.  A call for nominations was 
put to the membership earlier this year and no further nominations were re-
ceived.  The Executive Board is quite pleased with the slate being put forth as 
both of these candidates are proven hard workers dedicated to ARA and its 
future.  The Nominations Committee strongly urges members to consider how 
they might be able to contribute to the continued growth of our academy.  
Those who provide their time to ARA quickly find they are in the midst of an 
energetic and committed group serving to promote a rehabilitation-focused 
agenda that all members are so passionate about.  If you would like to con-
tribute in the future, please contact any member of the ARA Executive Board. 

 

 A special thanks to Oticon for their continued financial support of the 
Oyer Student Scholarship Award.  Jill Preminger has agreed to coordinate 
the efforts of this scholarship competition.  We are looking for ARA members 
to serve on the Oyer committee. If you are interested, please contact Jill at: 
jill.preminger@louisville.edu 
 

 
 

THE HERBERT J. OYER  
STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD  

The Academy of Rehabilitative Audiology is pleased to announce the Herbert 
J. Oyer Student Research Award for 2012. The student research award was 
named in honor of Herbert J. Oyer, Ph.D., a charter member of ARA and 
leader in the field of audiologic rehabilitation. It was designed to recognize 
students completing exemplary research and to advance the area of audi-
ologic rehabilitation. Initially developed by the ARA Executive Board in 2001, 
the first Herbert J. Oyer Student Research Award was given during the an-
nual Business Meeting at the 2003 ARA Summer Institute.  

 

ARA has long supported new investigators and we believe this award is es-
sential to encourage outstanding research in the area of audiologic rehabilita-
tion. The student investigator selected to receive the award will be required to 
present their research at the ARA Institute and submit the work for publication 
in the Journal of the Academy of Rehabilitative Audiology. The award recipi-
ent will receive complimentary registration to the 2012 ARA Institute in Provi-
dence, RI, one year free membership in ARA, and a financial award of $1,000 
to help defray the cost of the Institute. 

Completed applications are due by May 30th, 2012 and should  be 

submitted on line at:  www.audrehab.org/oyer.htm 

 

¶ Best Wishes to Carol Cokely as our incoming ARA President 

¶ Welcome Shelia Pratt as our new JARA Editor 

¶ See you at the ARA Institute September 9-11, 2012 Providence 
RI 

¶ Come and listen to ARA members present at Audiology Now 
Meeting in Boston 

¶ Looking forward to developments in the creation of an Audiol-
ogy Comprehensive Care bill. 

¶ And…………… 
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